
in prayer and make your 
Easter confession. Please 
take the opportunity. 

I just wanted to say a word 
about Mass intentions. As 
you know, Masses can be 
offered for the living or the 
departed. I get quite a 
number of requests for 
Masses to be offered. Very 
often these are for a specif-
ic date, or for any Sunday. 
It is usual that I have Sun-
days booked up for weeks 
in advance, and I work out 
the schedule of Masses a 
few weeks in advance. And 
so if you want a specific 
date, then please get your 
request to me a couple of 
months before. Also, 
please consider not re-
questing a Sunday, espe-
cially if you have several 
Sundays already booked for 
your intentions. Please also 
remember that the usual 
minimum offering is £10. 

“In like a lion, out like a 
lamb”. That’s the old say-
ing about the month of 
March. Well, we’ve cer-
tainly experienced the roar 
of the lion with the snows 
and winds, even if we have 
not been affected as much 
as other parts of the coun-
try. It meant that I decided 
to cancel the evening Mass-
es on Thursday and Friday, 
as well as the Holy Hour 
and men’s group. As the 
forecast was threatening 
further snow, I did not 
want to risk people travel-
ling through snow and ice. 
My apologies if the mes-
sage didn’t get through to 
you and you turned up! 

The beast from the East 
and Storm Emma seem to 
have passed now, and tem-
peratures during the day 
promise to go above freez-
ing at least. So, hopefully 
we won’t have to cancel 

more of our Lenten devo-
tions this week. So I would 
urge you to come along to 
the Holy Hour this week, 
which is at St John’s on 
Thursday at 7pm.  

You will remember that 
the Archbishop, in his pas-
toral letter last week, 
asked us to keep the 24 
hours for the Lord. This is 
an initiative of the Holy 
Father, so that churches 
will be available around the 
world and open for Adora-
tion and Confessions dur-
ing the twenty four hours 
from Friday to Saturday 
this week. We are taking 
our share of the time for 
the North Staffs deanery by 
being open for silent pray-
er before the Lord and 
Confessions on Saturday 
afternoon from 1pm to 
4pm at St Joseph’s. This is 
a great opportunity to 
come and spend some time 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Catherine of  

Bologna 
1413-1463 

The photo is of the actual 
body of St Catherine which 
remains incorrupt after 
over 500 years. Catherine 
was a very educated and 
cultured young lady who 
entered religious life at the 
age of 13. She was deter-
mined to live a life of per-
fection and was admired by 

her fellow sisters. Desiring 
a stricter way of life, she 
founded, along with other 
sisters, a Poor Clare con-
vent in Ferrara, Italy. 
Catherine took on the 
most humble tasks of ser-
vice in the convent. She 
wrote poetry, and was able 
to express eloquently the 
visions and spiritual expe-
riences that she had. She is 
a patron saint of artists. 
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on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am; Sat 1pm to 4pm 
Packmoor Sun 6.00pm 

Saturday 3rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Peter & Brigid Maguire 

Sunday 4th     9.00am    Holy Mass  Robert Snr & Robert Jnr Sellars 

Third Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Stephen Holmes 

Lent   1.00pm  Baptism  

 4.30pm    Stations of the Cross  

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 5th    2.15pm  Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

Lenten Feria  6.00pm   Holy Mass Margaret Coates 

Tuesday 6th 9.15am    Holy Mass Sick Person (AC) 

Lenten Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

Wednesday 7th  6.00pm   Holy Mass Judith Mann 

Lenten Feria Ss Perpetua 
& Felicity 

 6.30pm   Stations of the Cross  

Thursday 8th   5.00pm   Reception of Body Margaret Fallon RIP 

Lenten Feria  6.00pm    Holy Mass Tassie Barreto 

St John of God   7.00pm  Lenten Holy Hour  

Friday 9th  6.00am   Eucharistic Adoration  

Lenten Feria  7.00am   Holy Mass Private Intention 

St Frances of   9.30am  Stations of the Cross  

Rome  10.30am   Requiem Mass Margaret Fallon RIP 

    6.00pm Holy Mass Thanksgiving (Ss Anthony & Rita) 

Saturday 10th 9.15am    Holy Mass Gerry Shenton 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Marie & Christine Twomey 

Sunday 11th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Baby Owen Paul 

Fourth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Irene Aylward 

Lent Laetare Sunday    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Lenten Feria   1.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration with Confessions until 4pm 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

march: month of St Joseph 
In the devotional calendar of the Church, March is dedicated to St Joseph. He is the patron, not 
only of one of our churches and schools, he is also the patron saint of the dying, fathers, priests 
and seminarians, and the whole universal Church. Ask his intercession this month! 
Gracious St. Joseph, protect me and my family from all evilas you did the Holy Family. Kindly keep 
us ever united in the love of Christ, ever fervent in imitation of the virtue of our Blessed Lady, your 

sinless spouse, and always faithful in devotion to you. Amen.  
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PARISH REGISTERS 

Parish Priest’s Open House  
The next Parish Priest’s Open House, when Fr Julian can is available to be 
seen, is on Monday 5th March from 6.30 to 7.30pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery. 
There will be an open house most Mondays at the same time. Please call to 
confirm on the day to ensure that the open house is on.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 

St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 
St John’s: Bracegirdle & Melfi fami-
lies; Giannasi family  

If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

Care Home Prayer Service  

This month our pray-
er service outreach to 
the elderly will be at 
Ravenswood, The 
Avenue Kidsgrove on 
Tuesday 20th March 

at 11am. We would love to see more 
parishioners coming along and bring-
ing the light of faith to those in the 
home. Meet at the home. 

On Fire! 
19th to 24th May 2018 
St Joseph’s Goldenhill 

Franciscan Friars and Sisters of the Renewal 
You are invited to be part of our great Pentecost Festival, On Fire! Apologies 
for the late cancellation of last week’s meeting. All who are interested in help-
ing with the Mission—publicity, organisation, hospitality, celebration—please 
come to a meeting at St Joseph’s on Wednesday 21st March at 7pm. 

Your Invitation to ......            
Rediscover Jesus 

For those coming to 
the weekly sessions at 
St John’s, they have 
now moved to Tues-
day (Except 20th 
March when it clashes 

with the care home prayer service, 
then it will be on Monday 19th) No 
change to the start and finish time, 
10.30am to 11.45am. Copies of the 
book are available free of charge from 
the parish office.  

lent holy hours 

This Lent we are inviting 
people to come together 
on Thursday evenings for 

an hour of led prayer 
before Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament. If you 
never know how to pray 
in Eucharistic Adoration 

or how to pray in silence, 
come along and learn how to spend 

time with the Lord. Each Holy Hour 
begins at 7pm 

8th March at St John’s 
15th March at English Martyrs’ 
22nd March at St Joseph’s 

O come let us adore him! 

Men’s Disciple Group  We will 
meet on Friday 2nd March instead, at 
7pm. All men are welcome to come 
along, especially new comers.  

Alpha The course is running at St 
Joseph’s once again, on Sunday after-
noons at 3pm, finishing at 4.45pm. 
Why not try out one of these sessions 
as a taster? 

Holy Week Choir Once again this 
year we will be organising a joint 
choir for the Holy Week liturgies. 
We need singers! So please come 
along to the rehearsals which begin 
on Wednesday 7th March at 7pm at 
St Joseph’s. 

Sacramental Preparation Any 
children who are not in Catholic 
schools, or who have missed out on 
the Sacraments, but wish to receive 
them this year, please see Fr Julian as 
preparation is due to start soon. 

st Patrick’s day 
Come and celebrate 

the Feast of St Patrick 
at St Patrick’s church, 
Packmoor on Saturday 

17th March.  

Holy Mass at 11.30am followed by 
Bring and Share Buffet Lunch. 

St joseph’s day 
St Joseph’s Day is on 
Monday 19th March. 
Come to St Joseph’s 
Church to celebrate 
the Feast of our Pa-

tron Saint. 

Holy Mass in church 
with St Joseph’s 

Academy at 9.30am 

Holy Mass at 6pm 

A great opportunity for our church 
communities to come together. 

For each feast day, a visit to the respective 
church can gain a Plenary Indulgence, 
with Confession, Holy Communion and 

prayer for the Pope’s intentions.  

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the church 
to George Rigby who is to be bap-
tised today at St John’s. 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Margaret Fallon. Requiem 
Mass will be offered at St Joseph’s on 
Friday 9th March at 10.30am, fol-
lowed by committal at Tunstall cem-
etery. Reception of body on Thurs-
day 8th at 5pm. 

Please pray also for the soul of Alice 
Edwards.  Requiem Mass will be of-
fered at St Joseph’s on Monday 12th 
March at 1.30pm, followed by com-
mittal at Tunstall cemetery. Recep-
tion of body on Sunday 11th at 
5.45pm 

Please pray also for the soul of Wil-
liam (Bill) Johnson. Requiem Mass 
will be offered at St John’s on Friday 
16th March at 1pm, followed by bur-
ial at Tunstall cemetery. 

Requiescant in Pace. 



Preparing the Gospel 

KEY VERSE: "For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life" (v. 16) 
TO KNOW: We need to know that God's 
love for every created being was the moti-
vation to send the Son to redeem the 
world. It was not out of condemnation of 
the world, but to deliver it from all that is 
immoral and destructive. The Spirit pene-
trates the human heart and exposes all the 
darkness within. Each individual is offered 
a choice to respond or turn away from the 
grace of God. Each person is responsible 
f o r  t h e i r  o w n   c h o i c e s . 
TO LOVE: How do I help enlighten those 
who are in the darkness of sin? 
TO SERVE: Light of Christ, illuminate 
my soul and eradicate any darkness that 
may be found within me. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£353.62, Non Gift Aid £224.39. 
Total £578.01.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £375.00, Non 
Gift Aid £218.90. Total £593.90.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £202.50, Non 
Gift Aid £202.78. Total £405.28.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Draw Weekly: 1st Prize £20, 
No.174  Fr J Green; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.137 T Clarke; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.76 M Twomey.  Monthly & 
Quarterly subs are due this week. 

John 3:14-21 
 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may 
have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but 
may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to con-
demn the world, but so that through him the world might be saved. No 
one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses to 
believe is condemned already, because he has refused to believe in the 
name of God’s only Son. On these grounds is sentence pronounced: 
that though the light has come into the world men have shown they 
prefer darkness to the light because their deeds were evil. And indeed, 
everybody who does wrong hates the light and avoids it, for fear his 
actions should be exposed; but the man who lives by the truth comes 
out into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is 
done in God.’� 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

Lenten alms 
There will be a second collection for 
Lenten Alms each Sunday of Lent. 
The alms given will go to the follow-
ing charities: 

11th March Friends of the Holy Land 
18th March Aid to the Church in 
Need 
25th March Holy Places 

Last week’s collection for CAFOD 
raised £568.76. This week’s collec-
tion is for St Chad’s Cathedral. 
Next week we will be collecting 
Lenten alms for Friends of the Holy 
Land. This is a charity, set up in 
2009, to support the Christian fami-
lies who live in the Holy Land. It is a 
charity supported by our Bishops. 

to go with the Diocese, please ask 
Teresa in the parish office for details 
and booking forms. 

Ministers of Holy Communion 
All Ministers are invited to come to 
training evenings being organised for 
our Deanery. They are on Tuesday 
27th February and 6th March, led by 
priests of the Deanery. They will be 
held at Holy Trinity Community 
Centre, London Rd, Newcastle at 
7.30pm, for one hour each. 

Pilgrimages to Medjugorje Pil-
grimages will be leaving from Bir-
mingham from 10th to 17th June and 
18th to 25th September, price £589. 
7 nights half board, with flights and 
transfers. For more information 
please call Stephen Griffith on 07599 
024019. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
The event at Biddulph Methodists has 
been postponed. Details later. 

Art, Beauty & Inspiration from 
a Catholic Perspective Maryvale 
Institute have sent out an open invita-
tion to anyone interested in attending 
one or more of their Saturday Study 
days on art, catechesis and spirituali-
ty. It is not a course and you will not 
be expected to write essays or be an 
artist or academic. Each study day 
starts at 10am and finishes at 4pm 
and costs £15 per day (lunch is in-
cluded in the cost). For more infor-
mation and dates phone 0121 360 
8118. 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes The dates 
for this years pilgrimage are Saturday 
26th May to Friday 1st June. There 
are various hotel options; the cheap-
est is £715 by Air for 6 nights (single 
room supplement £150) or £434 by 
coach for 5nights (single room sup-
plement £125). This year we are not 
arranging a parish group. If you wish 

24 hours for the lord 
As you heard in the Archbishop’s letter last week, the Holy Father asks that we 
have a day of prayer and penance where churches are open for 24 hours this 
Friday and Saturday. In our Deanery, churches are open as follows, for Adora-
tion and Confessions: 

Friday  7.30pm to 9.30pm St Gregory’s Longton 
Saturday 10am to 12noon St Gregory’s Longton 

Saturday 10.30am to 1.00pm Holy Trinity Newcastle 
Saturday 1.00pm to 4.00pm St Joseph’s Goldenhill 


